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9.     Velerupadu^ Vekrupadu Mandal, Khammam District,
The village Velerupadu is situated 9 kms. away from the village Rudramakota, which can be
reached by crossing the river from Kunavaram.
A sand stone pillar measuring 138 x 36 x 21 cms. with early Telugu letters inscribed on two sides,
is found in the field of Sri Murra Venkateswarulu. Palaeographically the inscription may be dated to
13th century A.D.
On the western side of the village, at Jaganathapuram, a mud fort locally called Gadikota pro-
bably belonging to medieval period is located. It consists of four bastions mostly in ruined condition,.
A trial excavation is recommended here for futher details of the structural activity and antique value of
the fort.
10.     Tatakam Gommu, Velerupadu Mandal, Khammam District.
The village situated 10 kms. from Kunavaram can be reached only by launch as there is no other
transportation. A few loose sculptures are noticed in the fields on the northern side of the village. A
few pot sherds of black and rod ware of early historic period are also noticed in the fields. A minor exca-
vation is recommended here to glean further details of the area.
11.     Katakuru, Velerupadu Mandal, Khammam District.
The village at a distance of 15 kms. from Kunavaram, can be reached by launch. On the
top of the hillock is a basement of a ruined temple with two loose sculptures, one identified as
Bhairava and other beyond identification. The structures are recommended for being shifted to a
safe place. On the way to Dhanakonda an early historic site is noticed. The site yielded pot sherds of
redware, black ware and pieces of storage jars.
(ii)    Exploration.: Siva Temple, Pulluru, Garla Mandalam, Khammam District
The temple, dedicated to Lord Siva, is situated in the Survey land No. 87/20 of Pulluru village,
The temple and its surroundings are thoroughly surveyed to find out its archaeological and historical
importance.
The trikula temple stands on a high platform with an entrance to the east. All the three cells on the
west, north and south directions open into a common mandapa. There is space between each mandapa
meant probably to allow light and air. The mandapa consists of four medium size pillars in the centre,
fourteen periphery pillars and two bigger pillars at the entrance. The pillars at the entrance consists of
four principal segments i.e,y a base, shaft, circular projected moulding, abacus and four square brackets.
The cornice or the kapota portion is a drooping bud. The roof is square in shape and flat. The
square ceiling at the entrance is set on beams. Eight petalled lotus in high relief is richly carved on the
roof slab. The mandapa ceiling consists of five concentric circles enclosed by the two diagonal squares.